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Honorable Jim Sasser
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Sasser:

This is in reply to your letter of January 27, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, RaY~Ggarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket NO.

1
92-235 57 FR 54034 (I992). This Notice

proposes comprehensive changes t~ ommission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of users of private land mobile
radio spectrum and the impact that these proposals may have on their radio
~ystems, including the costs of required modifications.
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Honorable Jim Sasser 2.

We will, therefore, take into careful consideration all their comments. Your
constituent's concerns will be fully evaluated when we develop final rules in
this proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due February 26, 1993, and Reply
Comments are due April 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued near the
end of 1993. We urge your constituent to file formal comments on all aspects
of the proposals.

Sincerely,

Ra1::~1~-1#~
C~te Radio Bureau

Enclosure:
Notice

CBTL NO - 9300354

cc:
Chief, PRBureau
Chief, LM&MDivison
Deputy Chief, LM&M Division
Lou Sizemore, Room 857
Docket Files, Room 222
Licensing Div., PRB, c/o Room 5202
P&P Branch Files
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JIM SASSER
TENNESSEE

canittd ~tattS ~tnatt
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4201

January 27, 1993

Director
Office of Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir or Madam:

~ RP,
~~

,;6~

COMMITIHS:

APPROPRIATIONS

BANKING, HOUSING,
AND URBAN AFFAIRS

BUDGET-CHAIRMAN

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

I have received the enclosed correspondence from Mr.
Ray Goode, President of the Tennessee Biomedical
Instrumentation Association in Jackson, Tennessee, regarding
his concerns about the FCC issuing more licenses in the
Medical Telemetry Range.

I would appreciate your looking into the matters raised
by Mr. Goode, being as helpful as possible to his concerns.
I would further appreciate your providing me with a report.

Thank you for your courtesy and assistance.

Senator
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Tennessee Biomedical
Instrumentation Association

Swnetor Jim SMseer
U.S. 5itYlo1llt~

WashinQtoYl, D.C. 20510

A•• p~o~••• ional org.ni~at1on r.pre••~ting hOGpit.l-b••ed
biom.dic.l .ngine8r1~g, ~e are d••ply co~cBr~ed abQut the
pC:'li&i bi 11 ty of the FCC i.slIing more licen••• in th. MQdical
TeleMllt."y R.ng.~ w••ra clJrr.Y1tly 8)(peri.llnc:ing problems with
intCtt'f.rsl',ce from pilger's arid cell ul av- phon... Th••• de"ic~s hay.
dirillnishec.i the numb••,.,.. of channel. w. can u... New coml\1• .,..c:1~1

c:harrnltlu go on the air" without l"lOtificat'ion. 1h1. prac:tic" is
h~Mperi"g medical car~ on critically ill p.tiwntg.

w. woulQ .~pr8c:iate any ~••i5tance in resolving this problem iYI a
1J i ,.,.1 't marmen'.

Bil"lc:ersly,

~¥
Prcaid.r,t
T.~n.5&.e Siomw~ical Instrumentation ~5.oeiation


